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Natural environments provide enormously valuable, but largely unappreciated, services that aid humans and
other earthlings. It is becoming clear that these life-support systems are faltering and failing worldwide due to
human actions that disrupt natures ability to do its beneficial work. Ecosystem Services: Charting a Path to

Sustainability documents the National Academies' Keck Futures Initiative Conference on Ecosystem Services.
At this conference, participants were divided into 14 interdisciplinary research teams to explore diverse

challenges at the interface of science, engineering, and medicine. The teams needed to address the challenge
of communicating and working together from a diversity of expertise and perspectives as they attempted to

solve a complicated, interdisciplinary problem in a relatively short time.

Ecosystem services are the benefits people obtain from ecosystems. Ecosystem Services are the processes by
which the environment produces resources that we often take for granted such as clean water timber and
habitat for fisheries and pollination of native and agricultural plants. ESMCs research arm the Ecosystem

Services Market Research Consortium or ESMRC is working collaboratively to invest in identified research
development demonstration and economic gaps to overcome past and current marketbased challenges.

Humans are an integral part of ecosystems.

Bec Services

Ecosystem Markets. Ecosystem services are the many and varied benefits to humans provided by the natural
environment and from. How do native plants provide ecosystem services? Supporting services like those that
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form soil and cycle nutrients. Ecosystem Services associated with the Ecosystem Services Partnership ESP is
an international interdisciplinary journal that deals with the science policy and practice of Ecosystem
Services defined as the direct and indirect contributions of . nutrient cycling soil formation and cultural
services e.g. It provides a tool that enhances the ability of decisionmakers to evaluate tradeoffs between
alternative ecosystem management regimes. Forests provide society with a wide range of benefits from

reliable flows of clean water to . The longterm military control of Shoushan preserves a complete and unique
ecosystem. Why do ecosystems matter for human health? Ecosystem services are the benefits that people
obtain from ecosystems. ecosystem services avoid potentially significant costs and risks arising from

overlooking implications for some services or expose transparently the social and economic costs implicit in
any tradeoffs. Ecosystem services are the processes and resources provided by ecosystems such as clean
drinking water and the formation of fertile soil which benefit people and are linked to human wellbeing.
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